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Families Throughout Time

Writer: Sarah Fink, elementary educator
Grade Level: K - 2
Related Big Picture Concept: Family, Observation
Subject Areas: Visual Arts, Social Studies, Literature
Essential Question: What is a family?
Abstract: Students will read a book about different kinds of families, look at a funerary monument of an early Roman family, observe a family painting from the eighteenth century, and create a class collage representing all different kinds of families.
Duration: 1 hour

Focus Works of Art: 
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Funerary Monument for Sextus Maelius Stabilio, Vesinia Iucunda, and Sextus Maelius Faustus

early 1st Century

Marble

31 1/2 x 58 1/2 x 8 in. (80 x 148.6 x 20.3 cm)

Purchased with funds from the State of North Carolina
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John Singleton Copley

American

1738-1815

Sir William Pepperrell (1746-1816) and His Family

1778

Oil on canvas

90 x 108 in. (228.6 x 274.3 cm)

Purchased with funds from the State of North Carolina

North Carolina Standards Correlations

Visual Arts:
K.CX.1.2, K.CX.2.2, 1.V.3.3, 2.V.1.2, 2.V.3.3
Culture: 
K.C.1, 1.C.1.2
Student Learning Objectives

· Students will be able to define family as a group of people who are related to each other.

· Students will be able to compare and contrast families of different cultures, stating ways in which they are different and ways in which they are the same.

· Students will be able to show that they understand portrayal of family love across nationalities and time.

Activities

1. Tell students that today they are going to learn about different kinds of families.  Ask students to define family.  What makes a person part of your family?  How is your neighbor different from your family?  Do family members have to live together to be part of your family?  Tell students that a family is a group of people who are related to each other.  Make a list of people in a family.  Include Dad, Mom, sister, brother, aunt, uncle, cousin, grandfather, and grandmother.  

2. Read the book Families by Ann Morris.  This book shows pictures of families in different countries.  Compare and contrast the families in the book.  How do the families look?  What clues do the pictures give to show that the group is a family?  How do you know that they love each other?  What are the families doing?  Tell students that families everybody’s family is alike in some ways and different in other ways.  Some families have many children and some have just one.  Some families live with grandparents and some do not.  Some children live with one parent and some live with more than one.  

3. Show students the Funerary Monument for Sextus Maelius Stabilio, Vesinia Iucunda, and Sextus Maelius Faustus.  Tell students that this is a very old sculpture of a family from ancient Rome.  Ask students to quietly observe the sculpture for two or three minutes and then be ready to share what they see about this family.   Discuss the sculpture.  What clues does the sculptor give to show that this is family?  Tell students that the sculpture is showing a husband and wife with their son.  Notice how the husband and wife are holding hands.

4. Tell students that they will now see a family painted more than 1,000 years after the sculpture was created.  Show students the portrait of Sir William Pepperrell (1746-1816) and His Family.  Ask students to observe the painting quietly for two or three minutes.  Ask students questions to generate class discussion.  What clues does the painter give to show that this is family?  How is this family similar to the family in the sculpture?  How is it different?  How is it similar or different than your family?

5. Hand out magazines, pictures of students with their own families, and other pictures you’ve gathered.  Tell students that they are going to create a collage of families by using their observation skills.  Just ask they observed the art works of families, they can observe pictures to help determine family.  Remind students that all families look different but some things are usually the same.  Usually the family is close to each other and may be touching.  Often the family members are smiling and seem that they care about each other.  Ask students to use their observation skills to find pictures that give clues to show a group of people is a family.  Create a collage as a class with pictures spanning generations and nationalities. 

6. Allow students to explore the book Families: Around the World, One Kid at a Time by Sophie Furlaud, Pierre Verboud, and Uwe Ommer as time allows.

7. Stand back and make observations about families in your class collage.  Ask students to share why each picture chosen represents a family. 

Assessments

· Classroom discussion will demonstrate students’ ability to define family as a group of people who are related. 

· Classroom discussion will demonstrate students’ understanding that families share common feelings across history and across nations. 

· Discussion will demonstrate students’ ability to observe common themes in the sculpture, painting, and pictures found.

· Collaborative collage work will demonstrate students’ understanding of using observation skills to find ‘clues’ indicating family from pictures.  

Resources

Vocabulary:

Sculptor- an artist who makes sculptures

Sculpture - the action or art of processing (as by carving, modeling, or welding) plastic or hard materials into works of art

Family – a group of people who are related to each other.

Materials: 

Pictures of students with their families

Magazines

Newspapers

Printed pictures of families from around the world

Lesson Resources: 

Families by Ann Morris

Families: Around the World, One Kid at a Time by Sophie Furlaud, Pierre Verboud, and Uwe Ommer

http://artnc.org/works-of-art/funerary-monument-sextus-maelius-stabilio-vesinia-iucunda-and-sextus-maelius-faustus
http://artnc.org/works-of-art/sir-william-pepperrell-1746-1816-and-his-family
PAGE  
NORTH CAROLINA MUSEUM OF ART 2013

[image: image1]